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Meet The Committee

Mrs. Sappio Ms. DeAngelis

Mrs. Ralston Mrs. Byrne Ms. Fox

Dr. Rohde Ms. Tunstead Mrs. Perhacs

Mrs. Hellyer
Kindergarten Teacher

Nixon Elementary 
Kindergarten Teacher
Franklin Elementary 

First Grade Teacher
Nixon Elementary 

Second Grade Teacher
Kennedy Elementary 

Third Grade Teacher
Jefferson Elementary 

Fourth Grade Teacher
Jefferson Elementary 

K-2 Special Education Teacher
Franklin Elementary 

Fifth Grade Teacher
Lincoln Roosevelt  

Fifth Grade  Special Education Teacher
Lincoln Roosevelt 
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Steps to Success

1. Gather a SS Committee
2. Review samples & alignment to 

NJSLS & district goals
3. Collect district input
4. Review all grade level materials
5. Pilot series
6. Collect Feedback from teachers & 

students



The Committee’s Goal & Vision
Alignment to District Goals

● Culture & Climate/Community- To foster an inclusive and collaborative 
culture and climate with internal and external stakeholders.

● Portrait of a Graduate- To utilize Portrait of a Graduate, a collective 
vision of our community’s aspirations for our students, to provide 
strategic direction in the overall educational experiences that prepare 
our students for tomorrow.

○ Themes Aligned: Emotional Intelligence, Leadership, Curious 
Thinking, Active Citizenship, Adaptability and Resilience, Life 
Ready Skills

● Student Achievement/Professional Development- Enhance an active, 
inclusive, and multifaceted learning experience that maximizes each 
student’s potential and empowers individual achievement

○ Transfer Goals Aligned: Social Studies, ELA, SEL, Inclusivity, 
Speaking & Listening

 

What do the teachers 
want from a new SS 

Series?

● Fun and engaging
● Flexible 
● Easy To Use
● Scaffolded Support
● Unbiased
● Concrete Materials
● Updated specific 

curriculum 



Google Website

● District SS Committee Members 
shared goals & mission at schools 
during faculty meeting time

● Provided all teachers the 
opportunity to engage within the 
decision making process: shared 
website & perspectives collected 
through a Google Form

● 98% of responding teachers 
selected Social Studies Alive Click here to Access 

https://sites.google.com/roxbury.org/roxburysocialstudiesk-6/home
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Me and My World America’s PastMy School and 
Family

My Community Our Community and 
Beyond

Regions of Our 
Country

TCI’s Social Studies Alive! 
Elementary Programs



Award-Winning Curriculum



Neighboring Districts Using SS 
Alive

● Denville
● Mine Hill
● Sparta
● East Hanover
● Livingston
● Madison
● Mendham
● Chatham

Who is using SS Alive?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szxd6le5fAOcuSXnF5Ap0yBVdcJ2VGRg/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szxd6le5fAOcuSXnF5Ap0yBVdcJ2VGRg/view?usp=share_link


También en Español

Teacher Materials



También en Español

Student Materials



Preview Vocabulary Hands-On Activity

Considerate Text Notebook Show What You Know Writing

ELA Integration



Engaging Activities          |          ELA Integration          |          Easy to Use

● Reading Levels

● Text-to-Speech

● Main Ideas

● Highlighting

● Notes (for students)

● Spanish Translation

Reading Support & 
Differentiation



Engaging Activities          |          ELA Integration          |          Easy to Use

TCI’’s Lesson Structure

● Lesson Options

● Flexibility

● Hands-On

● Differentiated 

for All 
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Social Studies Alive: Kindergarten 

My School and Family

Unit 1 Civics: Problem Solving & Being a Good Friend

Unit 2 Economics: Needs & Wants

Unit 3 Geography: Where Am I In the World?

Unit 4 History:Family 



Take a SNEAK PEEK at 1st Grade
Geography 

What is a Map?

Where Do Families 
Live? 

How Are Families 
Special? 

What Are Family 
Traditions? 



Social Studies Alive Grade 2 
Unit 2 Economics

Students learned about environments, goods, 

services and how to be a smart consumer.



Social Studies Alive! Grade 3
Our Community and Beyond
Unit 1: Geography
Unit 2: History
Unit 3: Economics
Unit 4: Civics 

● Providing Public Services
● Government in the United States
● Citizenship and Participation
● Making a Difference in the World

Opportunities for students to 
display knowledge in a 
variety of ways!

Student 
engagement 
through 
game-based 
learning!

Online grading system 
for teachers provides live 
time feedback on 
assignments!



POG in Action



Social Studies Alive! Grade 4

Regions of Our Country

Unit 1: Discovering Social Sciences
The Four Social Sciences

Exploring Regions of the United States

The Peopling of the United States

Unit 2: The Northeast
Unit 3: The Southeast
Unit 4: The Midwest
Unit 5: The Southwest
Unit 6: The West
Unit 7: Studying Your State



Social Studies Alive Grade 5
America’s Past

● America’s Geographic Setting
● Colonial Times
● The American Revolution
● Civics and Economics in America



Next Steps

SS Committee Visits 
to Neighboring 

Districts

Training for all Staff

Rewrite Curriculum 
Summer 2023

Implementation of 
Program & Continuous 

Check-Ins

01 02

03 04



Thank you,
let’s work together to prepare our 

students today for tomorrow!

Ms. Alyssa Bellardino
 abellardino@roxbury.org   Click Here to 

Complete a Parent 
Input Survey

mailto:abellardino@roxbury.org
https://forms.gle/WUtAbL8k33ZDxLi59
https://forms.gle/WUtAbL8k33ZDxLi59
https://forms.gle/WUtAbL8k33ZDxLi59

